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Thematic Working Groups 

 New way of working proposed in Oslo 

 Focus on in-depth co-operation between a 

smaller number of jurisdictions 

 Interact between meetings 

 Focus on intermediate outputs – original 

research and position papers – begin to 

combat lack of literature base, particularly 

around ECEC policy development and 

implementation 



Building on SSIII 

  “…information is lacking across all areas of 
ECEC provision…” 

 “…we not only need to develop and build 
extensive data bases that can connect 
information across ECEC sectors, but we must 
ensure that these are connected with 
rigorously designed research studies if we are 
to use the data to inform programme 
improvements leading to increasing the 
effectiveness of our early learning efforts 
globally…” 



What have we been doing?  

 Exploratory work – find out what’s out there in more 
detail 

 Systems focus – considering the totality of data 
collection in different jurisdictions 

 Reviewing available literature 

 Group members –  

 Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles  

 Germany 

 Hungary 

 New Zealand 

 Norway  

 UK  



Research Questions 

 What data are being collected, how often and 

why? 

 Who delivers what data to who, and how 

often?  

 Who is collecting and producing statistics, and 

how is data stored? 

 Who has access to what kind of data? 

 How is data collection, storage &c regulated? 



Some highlights from the theoretical 

research base 

Existing Information 



Early Childhood Data Collaborative 

 Are children, birth to age 5, on track to succeed 
when they enter school and beyond? 

 Which children have access to high-quality early 
care and education programs? 

 Is the quality of programs improving?  

 What are the characteristics of effective 
programs? 

 How prepared is the early care and education 
workforce to provide effective education and care 
for all children? 

 What policies and investments lead to a skilled 
and stable early care and education workforce? 



Early Childhood Data Collaborative 

 Unique statewide child identifier  

 Child-level demographic and program participation 
information  

 Child-level data on child development  

 Ability to link child-level data with K–12 and other key data 
systems  

 Unique program site identifier with the ability to link with 
children and the ECE workforce  

 Program site data on structure, quality and work environment  

 Unique ECE workforce identifier with ability to link with 
program sites and children  

 Individual ECE workforce demographics, including education, 
and professional development information  

 State governance body to manage data collection and use  

 Transparent privacy protection and security practices and 
policies 



REL Midwest 

Best practices identified:- 

 Establishing individual-level longitudinal data 
systems; these were mostly focussed on students, 
rather than teachers. 

 Linking data across the education system; the 
ability to join data to place students and their peers in 
classrooms with teachers. 

 Developing diagnostics; using specific data to 
understand patterns of strong and poor performance 
across the education system (or important 
intermediate outcomes, such as teacher attrition or 
turnover).  

 Using accountability data; both to identify schools 
that are making significant progress, and to identify 
those that are not.   



REL Midwest 

Key challenges:- 

 Analytical capacity, staff and resource 
constraints. 

 Data burden; additional demands placed on 
different actors who, for example, had to move 
from simple aggregate collection to complex 
individual collection strategies, sometimes without 
additional resources. The report suggests actively 
minimising multiple data collections as a strategy 
to alleviate this problem.  

 An allied problem was the lack of legal authority 
to collect some data, and the privacy implications 
of sharing data across collections.  



Initial findings from the thematic working 

group 

Current International 

Comparison 



Themes in existing practice 

 Annual census very common 

 Information collections tend to be multi-

purpose, e.g. used for some or all of: 

 determining enrolment levels 

 planning provision of existing or new services 

monitoring quality and workforce factors 

 determining funding 

 Heavy reliance on aggregate data at national 

levels 

 



One way of thinking about data collection 

structures 
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Next Steps 



Areas for further investigation 

 Development of a full taxonomy of data collection purposes 
and techniques, building on the monitoring practices section 
of SSIII 

 Further investigation of the key choices and challenges 
across main areas of data collection – these could be 
described as workforce, service/provider/kindergarten, and 
child.  

 Development and use of large-scale IT systems for ECEC 
data collection 

 Choices and challenges around collating individual-level data 
at a national level 

 Best practice in collecting and analysing workforce and 
service quality data 

 Choices, options and considerations around collection of 
individualised data, and the relationship between collection of 
those data and their subsequent use. 



Areas for further investigation 

 Collection and analysis of process and 

structural quality data 

 Solutions and best practice for quality 

monitoring 

 Systematic collection of child experiences of 

ECEC services 

 Systematic collection of parent experiences of 

ECEC services 

 Data on continuity between learning settings 



Key Questions 

 Which of the areas for further investigation 

would you like to see as a focus for further 

work? 

 Does your jurisdiction have well-developed 

systems in any of the areas noted for further 

investigation?  

 Would you be willing to submit qualitative or 

quantitative structured information to assist 

with further analysis of the kind above?  


